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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 027786 
ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 CPR-01 PRS-01 /028 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/ARP:JJZIOLKOWSKI:BH 
APPROVED BY NEA:SSOBER 
NEA/ARP:JWTWINAM 

129159 020339Z/41 

O 020306Z PEB 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY KUWAIT IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 027786 

FOR AMBASSADOR FROM NEA 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, PGOV, KU 

SUBJECT: APPOINTMENT OF SHEIKH SA’AD AL- ABDULLAH AS CROWN 
PRINCE/HEIR APPARENT 

REF: KUWAIT 75 

1 . DEPARTMENT ASSUMES THERE WILL BE OPPORTUNITY FOR 
CHIEFS OF DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS IN KUWAIT TO CALL ON NEW 
CROWN PRINCE TO OFFER CONGRATULATIONS. 

REGARDING CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES, PRECEDENT IN DEALING 
WITH GULF STATES HAS BEEN FOR PRESIDENT TO CORRESPOND WITH 
AMIR AND SECRETARY WITH PRIME MINISTER OR FOREIGN MINISTER 
AND WITH CROWN PRINCE ONLY WHEN HE HOLDS TITLE OF PRIME 
MINISTER. MOST RECENT EXAMPLE OF THIS PRACTICE WAS SELEC- 
TION OF CROWN PRINCE IN QATAR. 

2. ACCORDINGLY, OUR PREFERENCE WOULD BE TO AVOID A WRITTEN 
MESSAGE TO SHEIKH SA’AD AND INSTEAD HAVE YOU CONVEY ORALLY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 027786 

TO BOTH THE AMIR AND THE NEW CROWN PRINCE THAT YOU HAVE 
BEEN INSTRUCTED TO EXPRESS CONGRATULATIONS OF USG ON 
SELECTION OF HEIR APPARENT. IF THIS APPROACH GIVES YOU 
PROBLEMS, HOWEVER, PLEASE LET US KNOW SOONEST. 

VANCE 
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